JULY 2019

GARDENISER
PRO
NEWSLETTER 5

Transnational meeting in
Witzenhausen/Germany
In this issue
The third meeting of the project partners from Italy, France, Greece, the UK and

Transnational meeting
in Witzenhausen Germany

Gardeniser Pro:
English Experience
Training course in
Leipzig/Germany
Mobilities in Europe:
getting started!

Germany was held in Witzenhausen from 9th to 12th of April 2019. The partners
discussed the progress of the project, updated the training content, prepared the
internships for the Gardenisers at both the local and international levels, and
explained the licence process and the platform. This two day meeting was also the
opportunity to understand more about the working environment of Petrarca,
theorganisation attached to the University of Kessel, and one of the top
universities in Germany in the field of organic agriculture and permaculture.
One of the important points discussed was the content of the licence and the
assessment tools that will be tested by the trainees. These tools will allow
Gardenisers to have a formal recognition of the competencies acquired
throughout the ECVET system. This system of European Credits is acquired within
the vocational and educational training when the internships occur in another
European country and will create a formal recognition of the Gardeniser training
and internship.

The European Academy of Landscape Culture Petrarca e.V. that hosts the German Community of Practice of Social
Farming (www.soziale-landwirtschaft.de) has a branch in Witzenhausen at the Faculty of Organic Agricultural Sciences
(University of Kassel). This faculty holds a prominent position in the university landscape in Germany and internationally
with as experts in organic growing.. Agricultural education has a long tradition in Witzenhausen. In 1898 a School for
Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture was founded to train agricultural experts in German colonies before World War I.
Since 1971 when the Kassel University was founded Witzenhausen has hosted the Faculty of Agronomy, International
Rural Development and Environmental Protection. For 30 years Organic Agriculture has been part of the curriculum.
Since 1996 the main focus has been on organic agricultural sciences and the Faculty has changed its name to the "Faculty
of Organic Agricultural Sciences". New professorships were established to further develop the organic profile in teaching
and research; a unique situation worldwide. In 2005 all study programs were accredited and transferred to a Bachelor
and Master degree system.

Gardeniser Pro: English Experience
When I first read the advert for the Gardeniser Course in the Social Farms
and Gardens Bulletin, I felt like crying! Later, I found out I wasn’t the only one.
For six years I had been trying to answer things like ‘How much time do you
spend on education and how much on gardening?’ and ‘We want you to do x
hours gardening and y hours education each week…’. Despite achieving a lot
of things in the job, not being able to answer those questions was causing a
great deal of work-related stress.
In one sentence, the advert not only summed up what I do, but also
recognised it as a professional role distinct from that of ‘gardener’ or
‘educator’, combining knowledge of both, with a lot of people-skills and
logistics thrown in. I really wanted to be part of this initiative!
After applying (and checking emails every 15 minutes), I was lucky enough to
be accepted onto the UK course in London. Here I met 20 passionate,
dedicated, knowledgeable and skilled ‘Gardenisers’.
The next 7 days were intense, exhausting, inspiring and exhilarating all at the
same time. We all had different projects, and differing roles within those
projects. But (apart from the practical ‘How do you get rid of bindweed/breed
sheep?’ questions), our problems were all very similar- namely The Balancing
Act and lack of understanding from our organisations.
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The course took us through so many aspects, from land acquisition, public engagement, policies, health and safety,
evaluation etc. It helped to fill in the gaps, improve on existing knowledge and inspire to try new approaches. The trainers
were excellent, providing material and methods, and encouraging relevant discussions which meant every aspect of our
work was explored in great detail.
I now belong to a network of wonderful, friendly people who can, and already do, help each other with practical questions,
professional discussion and moral support.
Two weeks ago I started a new job with a residential training and social enterprise development centre offering a 3 year
residential programme for people in the early stages of recovery from drug and/or alcohol addiction. The job was
advertised as Head Gardener but when I explained the internship I would be attending, and the concept of the Gardeniser
role, the Trustees jumped at the idea of changing my job title to that of Head Gardeniser.
They already understood that they needed someone different to a ‘head gardener’, but now there is a word for it.
A big thank-you to all involved in this project-from all of us!
Chris Jones
Head Gardeniser
www.ifdas.net
Independence From Drugs and Alcohol Scotland
River Garden Auchincruive

Training course in Leipzig/Germany
In the city of Leipzig with its many projects and activities in the field of urban gardening, the group of 20 aspirant
Gardenisers came together for a week full of knowledge and exchange. They participated on the first implementation
from the Gardeniser Pro training course in Germany delivered by PETRARCA e.V.
From Monday the 13th to Saturday the 18th of May the course considered many aspects and sides of the topic of urban
and community gardening, e.g. financing and the work with volunteers as well as the emotional side and stress
management.
An interested group of participants from all over Germany who brought a wide range of experiences and ideas to Leipzig
gave an excellent opportunity for exchange and discourse with their different levels of know-how and practical
background. Theoretical input was covered by many practical examples and experiences.
In addition to an extensive look at the AnnaLinde Leipzig project, a visit to the Kanena garden project (Halle) took place,
in which one of the course participants is actively involved.

Mobilities in Europe: getting started!
In the last two months, the partners have started to
organise the international internships for the trainees
that followed the Gardeniser Pro course. So far, the
Greek partners from ECTE hosted 2 people from United
Kingdom and 2 people from France at the end of May.
Replay Network have already hosted 2 interns from
France and the United Kingdom. The remaining mobilities
will be held between July and September. The initial
feedback shows a real interest in the content of the
mobilities that are aimed at developing, by practicing
them in an urban garden setting, the competencies that
are needed when one is organising an urban garden.
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication
reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any
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