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Executive summary 

This report sets out some of the funding options available to community groups running 
composting and anaerobic digestion projects.  There are potentially many thousands of 
sources of funding accessible to community groups, depending upon the location, scale and 
purpose of the project.  As identifying all relevant funds would be a large undertaking, this 
project has focussed on documenting the different types of funding available, and how 
community groups may access them.  This report thus “signposts” community groups to 
relevant websites.   
 
Types and sources of funding 
The majority of funds identified during this project were for grants, covering either revenue 
and / or capital expenditure.  The extent to which match funding was required also varied 
considerably. 
 
Funding for community groups can be derived from a number of different sources, which can 
be summarised as follows: 
 

 European sources – these tend to be large programmes with complex application 
processes.  Funding is generally directed towards large collaborative projects, which are 
unlikely to be relevant to community groups; 

 National government – These programmes are generally funded and administered by 
the respective governments / administrations in the four nations of the UK.  In rural 
areas, funding through the Rural Development Programme LEADER approach and 
Sustainable Development Funds could be accessed by community groups; 

 Local government – Most local authorities provide small grants to local voluntary 
groups, although budgetary constraints mean that funding for the 2012/13 financial year 
may be reduced or suspended. 

 Lotteries – There are a number of funds available for community groups through the 
National Lottery.  The Big Lottery Fund is by far the largest distributor, operating a 
number of programmes, with different criteria and geographic relevance; 

 Charitable trusts – There are over 4,500 grant making charitable trusts and foundations 
in the UK, ranging from national, multi-million pound funds, to small, local trusts 
distributing a few thousand pounds a year.  Many have broad ranging award criteria, 
which include “the environment”.  Information about how community groups may access 
these trusts is provided in the report; and 

 Funds established to recompense communities disadvantaged or affected by 
the activities of an industry – These include wind farm trusts (which often offer grants 
for community groups to establish renewable energy or environmental projects in the 
vicinity of a wind farm), the Landfill Communities Fund (which has specific funding 
criteria), airport trusts (operating within a defined radius of a major airport), and some 
energy companies. 

 
The array of funding options available to community groups can be daunting, therefore a 
number of organisations exist with the aim of acting as local administrators distributing funds 
to community groups within a defined area (e.g. county).  The most relevant are the 
Community Foundations, which operate across the UK.  These have specialist local 
knowledge of funds and a dedicated grants team.  Many local authorities also have a 
dedicated grants officer, with knowledge of the most appropriate funds available locally. 
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In addition to these, there are a number of web-based funding portals that community 
groups could utilise: some are subscription-based and may be too costly for small groups, 
whilst others are free-of-charge and allow groups to search different funding options.  Links 
to the relevant websites are provided.  A three-step fundraising process has also been 
suggested, which may assist community groups identify and secure funding. 
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Glossary 

Capital expenditure Money that is spent on items that are generally used more 
than once e.g. machinery, buildings and computers 

Charitable trust A legal organisation established so that an individual can set 
aside some of their assets or income for charitable causes; 
they are registered charities and may also be called a 
“foundation” 

Community composting / AD 
group 

An organisation that is: 

 Not-for-profit;  

 Actively engaged in undertaking or promoting 
composting or anaerobic digestion at a local level; and 

 Aiming to improve or benefit the environment 

Contract An agreement between two parties setting out details of the 
goods or services that the contractor should deliver to the 
purchaser.  They specify what should be delivered, when, 
and how much payment will be received 

Grant A subsidy made to an organisation to help it meet its 
purpose and objectives 

Loan finance A loan to fund a project that needs to be repaid at an 
agreed rate of interest over an agreed timescale 

Micro (funding source) Sources from a specific geographic location 

Meso (funding source) National and regional sources of funding 

Macro (funding source) European sources of funding 

Revenue expenditure Money that is spent on items that are generally used only 
once e.g. stationery, salaries and fuel costs 

Service level agreement A service contract in which the level of service is formally 
defined 

Scope Source of funding 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
Community composting groups have been active across the UK for many years, composting 
a range of organic wastes aimed at benefiting local communities.  They also engage in a 
range of related activities, including master composter programmes, education, collecting dry 
recyclables, urban farms and local food growing groups.1  Many groups undertaking 
community composting activities have wider environmental, social and educational aims, 
where composting forms only a part of their raison d’être.  In recent years, there has also 
been interest and research2 into micro-scale anaerobic digestion systems, with community 
groups seeking to use the biogas and digestate directly on-site.   
 
WRAP (Waste & Resources Action Programme) has taken an interest in the activities of 
community composting groups and wished to assess the community funding landscape.  The 
purpose of this work was therefore to scope out, assess and detail the available funding 
options for UK community compost and anaerobic digestion (AD) projects at the macro, 
meso and micro scale.  The aim is to provide a resource for the community sector to assist 
them with their fundraising activities.  In particular, the project aimed to: 
 

 gain insight into the types of funding given; 

 ascertain the number of projects which the individual programme supports and the 
duration of the programme; 

 gain insight into how much funding support can be applied for under each programme 
and whether co-funding from another source is possible or a requirement; 

 gain insight into who the funding is open to and its extent; and 

 research the scope of the funding on offer to ascertain their priorities. 

 
This is intended to provide WRAP with knowledge on the main requirements of the funding 
available and if its scale determines the priorities set. 
 
This report sets out the key findings from this research.  It is intended to be a resource for 
community groups to “signpost” them to identify places where they may be able to access 
useful sources of funding.  A searchable Excel spreadsheet accompanies this report, detailing 
a selection of funding options available to community groups; this is published on the WRAP 
website and AD Portal. 
 
It should be noted that the funding landscape is highly variable, especially in the current 
financial climate.  Details of funds cited in this report were correct at the time of writing 
(March 2012); however, readers will need to check with specific funding providers directly. 
  

                                           
1 Community Composting Network Member Survey (2009), CCN, Sheffield. 

2 For further information see: http://www.communitycompost.org/index.php/projects/mad [accessed 2 March 2012] 

http://www.communitycompost.org/index.php/projects/mad
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2.0 Definitions and research methodology 
 
2.1 Community composting 
 
As community composting groups engage in a diverse range of activities, this has led to 
difficulties in arriving at a suitable definition for the purposes of this project.  Slater (2007)3 
reviewed community composting activities and identified the following attributes: 
 

 “Includes a range of groups/organisations from informal collectives of individuals, small 
grant/charitable funded organisations, organisation relying on grants and tradable 
income, through to larger scale self-funded entities. These will include third sector 
organisations that fall under the community and volunteers categories as well as 
organisations that fit with models of social enterprise. 

 Includes organisations involved in a range of composting and composting related 
activities, including one or more of the following: collecting and composting material; 
educational campaigns; promoting home composting and facilitating others to carry out 
composting. 

 Carrying out and promoting composting might be the main activity of the organisation, or 
it might complement additional resource management activity (such as waste 
minimisation or reuse) or broader sustainability and community support activity. 

 Includes organisations with a mix of environmental and social objectives.” 

 
In addition, Slater et al.,4 described five models of community composting: 
 

 Groups promoting home composting. 

 Groups running drop-off / bring sites for garden waste. 

 Groups running kerbside collections. 

 Groups collecting from the doorstep in inner city high/low rise dwellings 

 Community based composters working with vulnerable individuals and/or adults with 
special needs 

 
The Community Composting Network (CCN) describes community composters as: “a diverse 
range of mainly small (but not always so) not-for-profit organisations and individuals who 
share a passion for making and using compost to deliver a combination of environmental, 
social and educational aims.”5  
 
It was assumed that any group engaged in community anaerobic digestion (AD) projects 
would have similar attributes to community composting groups. 
 
  

                                           
3 Slater, R. A. (2007). Community composting activity in the UK - 2006. Integrated Waste Systems, The Open University, Milton 
Keynes, UK. 

4 Slater, R., Frederickson, J. and Yoxon, M. (2010) Unlocking the potential of community composting: full project report. Report 
to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), London. 

5 http://www.communitycompost.org/index.php/about-us [accessed 2 March 2012] 

http://www.communitycompost.org/index.php/about-us
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In reviewing funding options it was therefore assumed that community composting and 
community AD groups would: 
 

 be not-for-profit;  

 be actively engaged in undertaking or promoting composting or anaerobic digestion at a 
local level; and 

 aim to improve or benefit the environment. 

 
There are a large number of funding options available to groups seeking to improve social 
outcomes in a specific area (e.g. helping job seekers back into work or working with 
vulnerable adults).  Some community groups may undertake this, with the composting or AD 
activities being used as a vehicle to achieve this.  For practical purposes (due to their large 
number), funding options aimed solely at social improvement were not considered in this 
research. 
 
2.2 Macro, meso and micro 
 
WRAP wished to categorise funding sources into one of three categories, which for the 
purposes of this project, have been defined as follows: 
 

 Macro – European sources of funding 

 Meso – National and regional sources of funding 

 Micro – Sources from a specific geographic location 

 
2.3 Research methodology 
Information about sources of funding was derived through a series of web searches in the 
following way: 
 

 Utilising funding portals, such as: 

 www.governmentfunding.org.uk 

 www.fundingcentral.org.uk 

 www.greenfunders.org  

 Searching using the search engine Google, using a variety of key words; 

 Following though links identified in searches; 

 Reviewing WRAP’s 2009 Organics Funding Guide6; and 

 Looking at websites from individual funds or awarding bodies. 

 
Details about these funding portals are discussed further in the document (Section 7). 
 
  

                                           
6 Organics Funding Guide (2009) Waste and Resources Action Programme, Banbury, UK 

http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk/
http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/
http://www.greenfunders.org/


 

Community Funding Landscape   8 

 

3.0 Funding overview 
 

3.1 Sources of funds 
 

There are over 4,000 sources of grants, contracts and loans in England alone, ranging from 
small charitable trusts, to larger European funding programmes.  Most of these have specific 
funding criteria, often with a specific focus, such as achieving a desired social outcome in a 
defined locality. 
 
The source of funding is sometimes called the “scope”, and can be derived from the 
European Union, down to small, local charitable trusts.  Although some funds could be 
classified as macro or meso (see definitions earlier in Section 2.2), in practice, they are often 
targeted at specific geographic areas, with restrictive local criteria, an example being the 
AONB grants which can only be used in Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs). 
 
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales all have their own mechanisms for 
distributing funds from national governments and national grant awarding bodies, such as 
the National Lottery Fund. 
 
3.2 Types of funding 

 
Funding is usually available as a grant, which is a subsidy made to an organisation to help it 
meet its purpose and objectives.  Most grants tend to be project-specific, that is they need 
to be spent on a defined activity, and not as a contribution towards the general running 
costs (overheads) of the organisation.  Almost all the funding identified in this study fell into 
this category. 
 
Public sector organisations also engage in contracts with third-sector organisations7 for the 
delivery of services, which may be through a service level agreement.  This is an area 
where the recently formed Green Investment Bank will play a role, and is outside of the 
scope of this project. 
 
Occasionally loan finance is available, which will be repayable to the awarding body at an 
agreed rate over a number of years. 
 
Funding may be available to cover capital expenditure associated with a project (such as 
purchasing a vehicle or building), and / or to cover revenue expenditure (such as paying 
for staff, running a vehicle, or buying leaflets and posters for a promotional campaign).  
Some funders specify whether there is a restriction on the type of costs to which the money 
can be used (e.g. solely for capital or revenue purposes). 
 
3.3 Funding criteria 

 
Some bodies only fund organisations that are registered charities; however, most of the 
funds identified were aimed at not-for-profit groups that have broad charitable 
purposes.  In many instances, they need to have been in operation for at least twelve 
months, have a written constitution and be able to submit accounts covering the previous 
year.  Other criteria apply depending upon the fund, and these may change, depending upon 
the wishes of the trustees or government agencies. 
 
Many awarding bodies specify that the organisation should not have a political or religious 
focus; however, conversely, some small charitable trusts have been established to further 

                                           
7 This is another term for not-for-profit, voluntary organisations; these terms are often used interchangeably. 
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the religious views of the founder and benefactor, and these are often specified in addition 
to wider social, educational or environmental aims. 
 
The majority of funds have wide-ranging application criteria (such as “supporting the arts, 
heritage and the environment”), and are aimed at improving local communities in general.  
Therefore the funding of projects is largely dependent upon their context; for example 
whether there will be an arts element, or degree of social inclusion.  Those projects that can 
demonstrate that they meet multiple criteria seem more likely to be able to secure funding; 
therefore it is advisable that a community group looks at this carefully before submitting an 
application. 
 
Only a minority of funds identified were aimed solely at environmental projects, and those 
that were, generally tended to have a conservation focus.  Renewable energy projects 
generally tend to be funded by either local charitable trusts or wind farm trusts (these are 
discussed in Section 5). 
 
A suggested “road map”, detailing the types of information community groups may wish to 
consider when sourcing and applying for funding, is discussed in Section 8. 
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4.0 Sources of government funding 
 
There are limited sources of governmental funding for community composting and AD 
groups.  Funds from the European Union tend to be directed towards large-scale 
collaborative projects, whilst national funds tend to be directed towards rural communities, 
areas of outstanding natural beauty or national parks.  National funds are available in Wales 
specifically for community groups, whilst Scotland has a focus on renewable energy projects.  
Most local authorities tend to distribute small scale grants for local projects, although 
budgetary constraints may mean these are capped or withdrawn during the 2012/13 
financial year.   An overview of the main sources of funding from government sources are 
described below, with a summary of national (meso) sources show in Table 1.  
 

Table 1 – Summary of relevant sources of national government funding (meso sources) for 
community composting and AD groups 
 

Nation Funding 
source 

Programme 
title 

Overview Web link 

UK-wide 
With national 
funds 
allocated to 
each nation 

EU and 
respective 
national 
governments 

Rural 
Development 
Programme 

Grants available 
in rural areas, 
with the 
LEADER 
programmes 
probably most 
appropriate. 
Each nation has 
its own separate 
programme 

UK Rural 
Development 
Network 
http://rdpenetwork.d
efra.gov.uk/rdpe-
delivery/uk-national-
rural-network  
 

England & 
Wales 

Defra and Welsh 
Government 

Sustainable 
Development 
Fund 

Grant scheme to 
find sustainable 
ways of living 
and working 

Administered by 
National Parks and 
Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 
(AONB) 
www.nationalparks.g
ov.uk/lookingafter/su
stainable-
development.htm 
www.aonb.org.uk  
 

Scotland Scottish 
Government 

CARES - 
Scottish 
Government 
Community and 
Renewable 
Energy Scheme 

Loan finance for 
the high risk, 
pre-planning 
consent stages 
of renewable 
energy projects 

www.communityener
gyscotland.org.uk/su
pport/cares  
 

Scotland Scottish 
Government 

Sustainable 
Energy for 
Urban 
Communities 
 

Grants for urban 
communities to 
deliver 
sustainable 
energy projects 

www.communityener
gyscotland.org.uk/su
pport/cares/urban_s
upport_programme  

Scotland Scottish 
Government 

Climate 
Challenge Fund 
 

Grants to help 
communities 
reduce their 
carbon 
emissions 

http://ccf.keepscotla
ndbeautiful.org/page
.aspx?id=23 
 

http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network
http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/lookingafter/sustainable-development.htm
http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/lookingafter/sustainable-development.htm
http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/lookingafter/sustainable-development.htm
http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/lookingafter/sustainable-development.htm
http://www.aonb.org.uk/
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares/urban_support_programme
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares/urban_support_programme
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares/urban_support_programme
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares/urban_support_programme
http://ccf.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/page.aspx?id=23
http://ccf.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/page.aspx?id=23
http://ccf.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/page.aspx?id=23
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Nation Funding 
source 

Programme 
title 

Overview Web link 

Wales Welsh 
Government 

Environment 
Wales 

Aimed at 
voluntary 
groups to help 
protect and 
improve the 
environment 

www.environment-
wales.org  
 

Wales Welsh 
Government 

Supporting 
Sustainable 
Living Grant 
Scheme 

Part of 
Environment 
Wales, aimed at 
effecting 
behavioural 
change 

www.environment-
wales.org/grants/sup
porting_sustainable_l
iving/information_sh
eet/798  

 
4.1 Macro - European sources 
 
Funding from Europe is generally sourced from the European Commission, the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the European Social Fund (ESF).  The latter two are 
collectively termed the Structural Funds. 
 
The ERDF is aimed at stimulating economic development and regeneration in the least 
prosperous regions of the European Union (EU).  The application process is complex and it 
has tended to focus on large scale regeneration projects.  The ESF has been established to 
improve employment opportunities; again, the application procedure is complex and it is not 
generally geared towards the community sector.  As these two funds do not specifically 
address environmental issues they have not been reviewed within this project, however, 
where a community group is seeking to achieve wider social outcomes, they may have some 
relevance. 
 
4.1.1 LIFE+ 2012 
 
The LIFE programme is the EU’s fund for the environment.  It was established in 1992 and 
has undergone several rounds of funding.  The LIFE+ fund covers the period 2007 – 2013 
and the call for proposals for LIFE+ 2012 was published on the 13 March 2012.  Within this 
round, funding has been prioritised into three policy areas, including Environment Policy & 
Governance, in which the Waste and Natural Resources theme sits.  A total of € 21.6 million 
(£ 18 million) has been allocated to the UK, with 50% project funding available.  Despite the 
potential relevance of this funding stream to community groups, it seems unlikely that they 
will qualify, as the European Commission has typically favoured large projects, with grants 
exceeding € 1 million.  There has also been a tendency to fund transnational projects.  The 
deadline for applications is the 26 September 2012. 
 
Further information can be found at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus2012/index.htm  
 
4.2 Meso – National sources 
 
National sources of funding are delivered by the respective national administrations within 
the United Kingdom.  These vary between nations reflecting local priorities, and are detailed 
below. 
4.2.1 UK 
 

http://www.environment-wales.org/
http://www.environment-wales.org/
http://www.environment-wales.org/grants/supporting_sustainable_living/information_sheet/798
http://www.environment-wales.org/grants/supporting_sustainable_living/information_sheet/798
http://www.environment-wales.org/grants/supporting_sustainable_living/information_sheet/798
http://www.environment-wales.org/grants/supporting_sustainable_living/information_sheet/798
http://www.environment-wales.org/grants/supporting_sustainable_living/information_sheet/798
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus2012/index.htm
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The Rural Development Programme is the only example of a funding programme 
available across the UK, as it is funded, in part, from the EU through the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the respective national Governments.  
It runs between 2007 and 2013.  There are four axes to this fund: 
 

 Axis 1 – improving the competitiveness of the agricultural and forestry sector; 

 Axis 2 – improving the environment and the countryside; 

 Axis 3 – quality of life in rural areas and diversification of the rural economy; and 

 Axis 4 – the LEADER Approach and LEADER Maps 

 
The LEADER approach is a “bottom-up” approach towards delivering funding.  It uses local 
knowledge to promote community-led delivery and is implemented by Local Action Groups, 
which are often local councils or other similar bodies.  It is targeted at rural areas with 
particular needs or priorities and seems to be relevant to rural community composting / AD 
groups. 
 
There is a Rural Network in each of the four nations of the UK, which are linked by the UK 
National Rural Network (UK NRN), see:  
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network  
The national networks in each of the four nations are detailed in Section 9.5. 
 
Information about the Rural Development Programme in each of the four nations is detailed 
below. 
 
4.2.2 England and Wales 
 
Sustainable Development Funds 
This operates in England (funded by Defra) and Wales (funded by the Welsh Government) 
and is administered by the National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  
It is a grant scheme that aims to encourage individuals and communities to find sustainable 
ways of living and working, whilst enhancing and conserving the local culture, wildlife and 
landscape.  It is targeted at improving environmental, social and economic sustainability, 
creating partnerships that have no access to alternative public funding, or exploring models 
or best practice for sustainable living through innovative ideas.  Grants are typically in the 
region of a few hundred to tens of thousands of pounds, although the size of grant is 
dependent upon the awarding body and the amount of funding they have been allocated.  
Applications need to be made to the relevant national park or AONB office, or via the 
national parks or AONB websites: 
www.nationalparks.gov.uk/lookingafter/sustainable-development.htm 
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/susdevfund/?lang=en  
www.aonb.org.uk  
 
4.2.3 England 
 
Rural Development Programme for England 
The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) is funded by the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and the EAFRD.  See:  
www.defra.gov.uk/rural/rdpe/what-is-rdpe/ 
 
  

http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network
http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/lookingafter/sustainable-development.htm
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/susdevfund/?lang=en
http://www.aonb.org.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/rdpe/what-is-rdpe/
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LEADER programmes  
These are delivered through Local Action Groups (LAGs), and are the sources of funding 
through the RDPE best suited to community groups.  A list of LAGs is available at:  
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/funding-sources/local-action-groups 
 
It is worth noting that, in England, some programmes were administered by the former 
Regional Development Agencies (RDAs).  These have recently been disbanded following 
review by government, and will be replaced by Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs).  
The LEPs have been established to assist private sector growth and job creation in their 
area.  They will be led by local authorities and businesses across natural economic areas.  At 
the time of writing (March 2012) it is unclear whether they will have any role in distributing 
funding for community groups.  See:  
www.bis.gov.uk/policies/economic-development/leps  
 
4.2.4 Northern Ireland 
 
The NI Rural Development Programme is jointly funded by the EAFRD, and the 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD). The Programme aims to protect 
and enhance our rural environment and contribute to the development of competitive and 
sustainable rural businesses and thriving rural communities.  Further information about how 
to apply is available from Rural Network NI:  
www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk  
 
4.2.5 Scotland 
 
Scotland Rural Development Programme 
This is jointly funded by the EAFRD and the Scottish Government: 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/LEADER  
 
Community grants through the LEADER programme are available through the LAGs, which 
can be found at:  
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/LEADER/lags/lag  
 
Scottish Government Community and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES) 
This is a scheme aimed at providing loans towards the high risk, pre-planning consent stages 
of renewable energy projects which have significant community engagement and benefit. 
The scheme is managed on behalf of Scottish Ministers by Community Energy Scotland Ltd.  
The CARES loan for 2012/13 is open (at the time of writing; March 2012), although the 
CARES grant programme was closed.  Further information can be found at: 
www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares  
 
Sustainable Energy for Urban Communities 
This programme (administered by Community Energy Scotland Ltd) is aimed at supporting 
urban communities to deliver sustainable energy projects.  Although funding was only 
allocated until March 2012, it is possible that further funding will be made available, with a 
decision by the Scottish Government expected in April 2012.  Further information can be 
found at: 
www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares/urban_support_programme  
 
Climate Challenge Fund 
This was established by the Scottish Government in partnership with the Scottish Green 
Party in 2008 and is administered by Keep Scotland Beautiful, with funding confirmed until 
the 31 March 2015.  The funds aim is to award grants to help communities reduce their 
carbon emissions, strengthen local economies, and improve community cohesion and other 

http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/funding-sources/local-action-groups
http://www.bis.gov.uk/policies/economic-development/leps
http://www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/LEADER
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/LEADER/lags/lag
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares
http://www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk/support/cares/urban_support_programme


 

Community Funding Landscape   14 

 

social objectives, whilst also leaving a sustainable legacy.  Further information can be found 
at: 
http://ccf.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/page.aspx?id=23 
 
4.2.6 Wales 
 
The Welsh Government provides a number of different grants for voluntary groups, although 
most are targeted at specified deprived economic areas and are aimed at social regeneration 
projects.  Further information can be found at the Voluntary Sector Grants Guide section of 
the website: 
http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/housingandcommunity/grants/voluntary/?lang=en 
 
Two national funds in Wales are of direct relevance to community composting / AD groups: 
 
Environment Wales 
This is a partnership between the Welsh Government and the voluntary sector in Wales, with 
the aim of contributing to sustainable development by supporting and encouraging voluntary 
action to protect and improve the environment.  The fund has nine strategic partners, whose 
activities it funds.  In addition, it also provides grants to other voluntary groups at various 
stages of their development.  These are: start-up and pre-project grants, aimed at new 
groups, and training support grants, project grants and management grants, aimed at 
groups registered with Environment Wales.  Details can be found at:  
www.environment-wales.org  
 
Environment Wales also offers the Supporting Sustainable Living Grant Scheme, aimed 
at effecting behavioural change. 
www.environment-wales.org/grants/supporting_sustainable_living/information_sheet/798  
 
Sustainable Development Fund, Wales 
This is a long running scheme, established in 2000, which aims to develop new ways of 
achieving a more sustainable way of living in the countryside.  It operates in the National 
Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and is open to the voluntary and 
private sectors.  Application needs to be made via the relevant AONB or National Park 
Authority office. (See Section 4.2.2 above for web links.) 
 
4.3 Micro - Local government funds 

 
4.3.1 Local government grants 

 
Many local authorities (unitaries, county, district and borough councils) provide small grants 
to local voluntary groups for a wide range of charitable purposes within target areas or 
communities.  These are variously termed: grants, grant aid schemes, neighbourhood 
grants, community funds, community grants etc and are typically for around £1,000.  Some 
funds available in 2012 are aimed at celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
 
Information about these grants is made available on local authority websites.  Constraints on 
council budgets due to the current economic climate meant that, for a number of local 
authorities, there was uncertainty about funding for the 2012/13 financial year.  The 
application deadlines for many grants had expired (at the time of writing) or due to expire by 
the end of May 2012.  These may become available again in due course. 
 
Some local authorities do have a grants team or a designated grants officer that may be able 
to advise community groups on how to access local sources of funding; again contact details 
are available on their respective websites. 

http://ccf.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/page.aspx?id=23
http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/housingandcommunity/grants/voluntary/?lang=en
http://www.environment-wales.org/
http://www.environment-wales.org/grants/supporting_sustainable_living/information_sheet/798
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4.3.2 Recycling credits 
 
Recycling credits were originally set up to reflect the savings in the costs of disposing of 
waste by a Waste Disposal Authority (WDA) through a recycling activity.  In England they 
are paid by a WDA to a Waste Collection Authority (WCA) for waste collected for recycling, 
and this may be extended to community groups.  The Clean Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 permits WDAs to pay community organisations a recycling credit, 
although this depends upon local policies.  The amount is usually dictated by local disposal 
costs.  Information is available on the relevant WDA website. 
 
As local authorities are all unitaries in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, recycling credits 
are not paid; however, community groups may receive funding through a service level 
agreement set up with a local authority in some instances.  In Wales community groups may 
receive third party recycling payments. 
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5.0 Non-governmental sources of funding 
 
There is a diverse source of funds available for community groups, ranging from national 
programmes, down to local charitable trusts, funding projects in designated towns or 
villages.  The key sources are summaries in Table 2, and described in further detail in the 
subsequent sections. 
 

Table 2 – Possible sources of non-governmental funds for community composting and AD 
groups 
 

Type of fund Overview Key web link(s) 

Lottery  Funded through the 
National Lottery 

 Big Lottery Fund is 
the largest 

 Numerous 
programmes 
available within this 
fund 

 Some national funds 
available, with 
programmes in each 
nation of the UK. 

www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/index/funding-uk  

Charitable 
trusts 

 Funded by 
benefactors for 
charitable causes 

 Over 4,500 across 
the UK 

 Not all have 
websites 

 Community 
Foundations 
distribute funds for 
some trusts 

 Directory of grant 
making trusts 
available from the 
Directory of Social 
Change 

www.communityfoundations.org.uk/ 
www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingsources/  

Wind farm 
trusts 

 Set up by companies 
operating wind 
farms 

 Support 
environmental 
projects within 
defined radius of 
wind farm 

 Some trusts 
managed by 
Community 
Foundations 

No centralised source of information 
 
Search local Community Foundation: 
www.communityfoundations.org.uk/ 
 

Landfill 
Communities 
Fund 

 Established so that 
landfill operators can 
divert part of their 

www.entrust.org.uk/home  
www.entrust.org.uk/home/lcf/funders-directory  
 

http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/index/funding-uk
http://www.communityfoundations.org.uk/
http://www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingsources/
http://www.communityfoundations.org.uk/
http://www.entrust.org.uk/home
http://www.entrust.org.uk/home/lcf/funders-directory


 

Community Funding Landscape   17 

 

Type of fund Overview Key web link(s) 

landfill tax liability  

 Restricted criteria 
apply (“Object D” 
activities) 

 Groups need to be 
to registered as an 
Environmental Body 

Airport trust 
funds 

 Established by all 
major airports 

 Support projects in 
vicinity of the airport 

 Many have an 
environmental brief, 
and mention 
community 
composting schemes 

No centralised source of information 
Search individual airport websites 

Energy 
companies 

 Established by some 
of the major energy 
suppliers 

 Support renewable 
energy projects 

 Sometimes funded 
by premiums paid by 
customers signed up 
to their renewable 
energy tariffs 

No centralised source of information 
Search individual company websites 

 
5.1 Lotteries 
 
The National Lottery provides millions of pounds each year to fund a range of projects across 
the UK.  There are a number of different funds available, each with their own defined 
programmes.  Those that may be relevant to community composting / AD groups are 
summarised below.  Generic information about the National Lottery can be found at: 
www.lotteryfunding.org.uk/uk.htm  
www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk  
 
The Big Lottery Fund is the largest distributor of money raised by the National Lottery, 
accounting for 46% of the money raised.  Its remit covers health, education, environment 
and charitable purposes, and it has a strong focus on funding third sector organisations, 
which receive 92% of funding. It is sometimes simply referred to as BIG.  Further information 
can be found at: 

www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/index/funding-uk  
 
BIG runs a number of different programmes, some of which are relevant to community 
composting / AD groups, and these are summarised below.   
 
Awards for All - UK 
The aim of the Awards for All scheme is to fund projects that improve communities and the 
lives of people.  It operates in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, although the 
priorities vary in each nation.  However, they are all based around community support, 
improvement and empowerment.  Further information can be found at: 
www.awardsforall.org.uk 
 

http://www.lotteryfunding.org.uk/uk.htm
http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/index/funding-uk
http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/
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Fair Share – England, Northern Ireland & Wales 
This fund is aimed at specific areas that have missed out of lottery funding in the past.  It 
has been set up as the Fair Share Trust and is administered by the Community Foundation 
Network (see Section 6.1).  It only applies in certain Fair Share Areas and will operate until 
2013.  See: 
www.fairsharetrust.org  
 
Growing Community Assets – Scotland 
This fund that is only open in Scotland is aimed at supporting communities to take on 
ownership and long-term management of local assets to address local needs or inequality.  
These are usually land, buildings or equipment.  It may be of relevance to community groups 
seeking to establish new infrastructure (e.g. a community composting site).  It is open until 
June 2015.  See: 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_growing_community_assets?regioncode=-uk  
 
Investing in Ideas – Scotland 
This fund is aimed at groups seeking an opportunity to spend time and money developing 
ideas that have a clear public benefit.  It will provide grants of £500 to £10,000 to test and 
develop ideas, such as carrying out market research, business planning and training.  It is 
only available in Scotland.  See: 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_investing_ideas?regioncode=-uk  
 
People and Places - Wales 
This fund is aimed at bringing people together to make communities stronger and improve 
rural or urban environments in Wales.  The fund, which will remain open in 2012, seeks to 
revitalise communities, improve community relationships or enhance local environments, 
community services and buildings.  See: 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_people_places?regioncode=-uk  
 
Reaching Communities - England 
This fund provides small revenue and capital grants for groups to fund projects that help 
people and communities most in need. Projects can be new or existing, or be for the core 
work of the organisation.  Although it is aimed primarily at improving social outcomes (e.g. 
health and education), it will also fund projects that improve their rural and urban 
environments, so that communities are better able to access and enjoy them.  See: 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_reaching_communities?tab=1&regioncode=-uk 
 
5.2 Charitable trusts 
 
A charitable trust is a legal organisation established so that an individual can set aside some 
of their assets or income for charitable causes; they are registered charities.  There are over 
4,500 charitable grant making trusts and foundations in the UK, with a diverse range of aims 
and objectives.  Some of these are broad ranging and cover a wide geographic area, whilst 
others have a very narrow focus (e.g. specifying that funds can only be used in a certain 
town or parish), reflecting the wishes of the benefactor.  Conversely, a few only fund larger, 
national organisations; and these may be of interest to the Community Composting Network 
e.g. Ellerman Trust. 
 
Many of the smaller charitable trusts do not have websites or e-mail contact details.  These 
tend to be administered by a firm of accountants, and potential applicants need to apply in 
writing or phone the designated office.  The larger trusts often have their own websites and 
online application procedures.  During the research for this project a number of trusts stated 
that, due to the current economic downturn, they were currently not accepting unsolicited 
applications. 

http://www.fairsharetrust.org/
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_growing_community_assets?regioncode=-uk
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_investing_ideas?regioncode=-uk
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_people_places?regioncode=-uk
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_reaching_communities?tab=1&regioncode=-uk
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In many cases, Community Foundations (CF) act as the distributing bodies for a number of 
charitable trusts in their areas.  Sometimes information about specific trusts and the 
application criteria are listed on the relevant CF websites, whereas in other instances, the CF 
will accept a generic application from a community group and then identify the most suitable 
trust for the proposed project themselves. 
 
Identifying individual trusts can be time consuming.  Community groups are therefore 
advised to try the following sources initially: 
 

 Their relevant Community Foundation. 

 Their local authority grants officer / grants team – these have expert local knowledge and 
information is sometimes placed on the council’s website. 

 
The Directory of Social Change (DSC) publishes an annual Directory of Grant Making 
Trusts; the 2012/13 edition is due for publication in April 2012 and costs £125. See: 
www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingsources/@132337?dm_i=6S7,PI7E,5PKY0O,220SF,1 
 
5.3 Communities disadvantaged or affected by the activities of an industry 
 
There are a number of ways in which industries can recompense communities disadvantaged 
or affected by their activities.  The key sources are listed below: 
 
5.3.1 Wind farm trusts 
 
In many instances, companies operating wind farms have established Wind Farm Trusts to 
benefit communities within a small, defined radius of the wind farm (e.g. 10 km).  These 
often offer small scale grants for environmental projects, and specifically mention renewable 
energy projects.  As most wind farms are located in areas with low population densities, they 
may not be accessible to many community groups. 
 
This research did not identify a centralised repository of information about the various wind 
farm trusts in operation.  However, those identified were administered by the relevant local 
Community Foundation, and these should be contacted in the first instance. 
 
5.3.2 Landfill sites 
 
The Landfill Communities Fund has been established so that landfill operators can divert 
part of their landfill tax liability to registered Environmental Bodies for projects that improve 
the lives of communities living near landfill sites.  The scheme is regulated by ENTRUST.  
Community composting / AD groups will need to be enrolled as an Environmental Body and 
seek funding for Object D activities, which is aimed at “the provision, maintenance or 
improvement of a public park or other general public amenity” and take place within 10 miles 
of a landfill site.  The Landfill Communities Fund will only fund 90% of a project’s cost.  
Many community schemes may not meet these criteria. 
 
Registered EBs may obtain funding either directly from a landfill operator, or through a 
distributive environmental body.  Further information can be found at: 
www.entrust.org.uk/home  
 
The online directory of funders: 
www.entrust.org.uk/home/lcf/funders-directory  
 

http://www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingsources/@132337?dm_i=6S7,PI7E,5PKY0O,220SF,1
http://www.entrust.org.uk/home
http://www.entrust.org.uk/home/lcf/funders-directory
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5.3.3 Airports 
 
All major airports have established a trust fund to support projects in vicinity of the airport, 
with some funded through fines imposed on airlines that exceed their noise limits.  Many 
have an environmental brief, with some specifically mentioning community composting 
projects (e.g. Heathrow small grants scheme).  There is a defined radius from the airport in 
which projects must take place. 
 
A centralised database of all the airport trust funds in operation was not found during this 
research.  Some are administered by the relevant local CF, whilst some are dealt with by the 
airport operator directly e.g. BAA. 
 
5.3.4 Energy companies 
 
In addition to trust funds set up in the vicinity of wind farms, some of the major energy 
suppliers have established funds to support renewable energy projects in the UK.  In some 
instances this is funded by premiums paid by customers signed up to their renewable energy 
tariffs. 
 
Examples of these funds include: 
 
EDF Energy – Green Fund 
www.edfenergy.com/products-services/for-your-home/our-services/green-energy-
fund.shtml#  
 
Scottish Power Green Energy Trust 
www.scottishpowergreentrust.co.uk/content/ 
 
E.ON has stated on its website that it does not distribute funds centrally, but prefers to 
market funds through local partners.  Some CFs administer wind farm trusts on behalf of 
E.ON. 
 
 
  

http://www.edfenergy.com/products-services/for-your-home/our-services/green-energy-fund.shtml
http://www.edfenergy.com/products-services/for-your-home/our-services/green-energy-fund.shtml
http://www.scottishpowergreentrust.co.uk/content/
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6.0 Grant distributing bodies 
 
A number of organisations exist to distribute funds (e.g. from charitable trust funds, landfill 
operators, energy companies operating wind farms etc.) to local voluntary groups.  They all 
operate independently of each other and, as such, have their own application procedures 
and processes.  The two main distributing bodies are detailed below. 
 
6.1 Community Foundations 
 
Community Foundations (CFs) featured prominently during this research.  These are locally 
based charities distributing grants for local projects, and have expert knowledge about the 
charitable funds relevant to a specific area.  Many administer funds from over a hundred 
local companies, families, individuals, trusts and public bodies.  These include lottery funds 
as well as the European Social Fund. 
 
Each CF sets its own grant-making policy, which is designed to reflect local priorities.  
Application procedures and timescales therefore vary between them.  Many CFs have an 
online application process.  Some have application forms that community groups can specify 
the type of project they wish to undertake and the CF will then search and advise on the 
most appropriate funds to apply to.  Community composting / AD groups are advised to 
contact their local CF when seeking funding, as they have specialist local knowledge and a 
dedicated grants team. 
 
The Community Foundation Network is the umbrella organisation for all 56 CFs across the 
UK.  It details the type of work they undertake and lists all its CF members, with links to 
their respective websites.  Further information can be found at: 
www.communityfoundations.org.uk/ 
 
6.2 GrantScape 
 
GrantScape is a community benefit fund management organisation that distributes funds on 
behalf of local authorities, energy companies (e.g. wind farm trusts) and landfill operators 
(through the Landfill Communities Fund).  At the time of writing it administered funds in 
Cambridgeshire, Carmarthenshire, Lancashire, Northamptonshire and West Yorkshire.  See: 
www.grantscape.org.uk  
 

http://www.communityfoundations.org.uk/
http://www.grantscape.org.uk/
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7.0 Funding portals 
 
There are a number of centralised sources of information available to community groups 
seeking funding.  Some are available free-of-charge, whilst others are aimed at professional 
fund raisers / larger charities, and are subscription based.  The most relevant websites / 
portals that were identified during this research are detailed below summarised in Table 3 
and detailed below. 
 

Table 3 – Summary of web-based funding portals / websites 
 

Portal Nation 
covered 

Overview Free or 
subscripti
on 

Web link 

Environmental 
Funders 
Network 
 

UK  Informal network of 
trusts, foundations and 
individuals making 
grants on 
environmental and 
conservation issues 

Free www.greenfunders.or
g 
 

GRANTfinder 
 

UK  Aimed at professional 
fund raisers 

Subscription www.grantfinder.co.u
k  
 

GRANTnet 
 

UK  Aimed at small 
businesses and 
community group 

 Access is through a 
local “Access Point” 

Free www.grantnet.com  
 

j4bcommunity.
co.uk 
 

UK  Searches permitted 
free-of-charge, but 
details of funds require 
subscription 

Subscription www.j4bcommunity.c
o.uk  
 

Green Grants 
Machine 
 

UK  Aimed at businesses to 
reduce their 
environmental impact 

Free www.greengrantsmac
hine.co.uk  
 

Directory of 
Social Change 
Portals 
 

England  Operates three 
separate portals 
relevant to community 
groups 

Subscription Government funding: 
www.governmentfund
ing.org.uk 
 
Company funds 
portal: 
www.companygiving.o
rg.uk  
 
Trust funds portal: 
www.trustfunding.org.
uk 
 

Funding 
Central 

England  Provides information 
on over 4,000 grants, 
contracts and loans 

 Enables searches to be 
saved 

Free www.fundingcentral.o
rg.uk 
 

Funding Scotland  Aimed at community Free http://fundingscotland

http://www.greenfunders.org/
http://www.greenfunders.org/
http://www.grantfinder.co.uk/
http://www.grantfinder.co.uk/
http://www.grantnet.com/
http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/
http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/
http://www.greengrantsmachine.co.uk/
http://www.greengrantsmachine.co.uk/
http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk/
http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk/
http://www.companygiving.org.uk/
http://www.companygiving.org.uk/
http://www.trustfunding.org.uk/
http://www.trustfunding.org.uk/
http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/
http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/
http://fundingscotland.com/
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Portal Nation 
covered 

Overview Free or 
subscripti
on 

Web link 

Scotland 
 

groups in Scotland .com/  
 

Sustainable 
Funding 
Cymru 

Wales  Aimed at community 
groups in Wales 

Free www.sustainablefundi
ngcymru.org.uk/  
 

 
7.1 UK-wide 
 
Environmental Funders Network 
This is an informal network of trusts, foundations and individuals making grants on 
environmental and conservation issues. It aims to increase the overall level of financial 
support for environmental causes.  It has links to a number of different funds; those that are 
relevant to community composting / AD groups are detailed in the accompanying 
spreadsheet. 
 
The website contains useful resources, including the recently published report Where the 
Green Grants Went (detailed in the References Section 9).  See:   
www.greenfunders.org 
 
GRANTfinder 
This is a searchable database of funding opportunities run by Idox plc.  Access to the 
database is by subscription, the level of which is available upon application and dependent 
upon the level of use.  It is aimed at professional fundraisers and large organisations. See: 
www.grantfinder.co.uk  
 
GRANTnet 
This is also an Idox product, which is aimed at small businesses and community groups.  It is 
a searchable database of over 5000 funding schemes and is free to use.  It requires 
registration through the GRANTnet website; access is then granted via a “host” GRANTnet 
Access Point that operates in the area of interest.  Once a search has been completed, 
information about funding of opportunities of interest can only be accessed through the 
GRANTfinder administrator and not directly from the site. 
 
The GRANTnet website also contains a number of useful resources for community groups 
(detailed in Section 9).  See: 
www.grantnet.com  
 
j4bcommunity.co.uk 
j4bcommunity.co.uk is another searchable funding portal run by Idox.  It provides 
information on over 3,000 grants dedicated to the voluntary and community sectors.  The 
website will permit searches; however, access to the details of the specific funds requires 
registration and subscription, which starts at £49.99.  See: 
www.j4bcommunity.co.uk  
 
Green Grants Machine 
This is a free-to-use website aimed at businesses to help them reduce their environmental 
impact, and lists sources of funding.  It is run by Idox Information Solutions Ltd.  See: 
www.greengrantsmachine.co.uk  
 
 

http://fundingscotland.com/
http://www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk/
http://www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk/
http://www.greenfunders.org/
http://www.grantfinder.co.uk/
http://www.grantnet.com/
http://www.j4bcommunity.co.uk/
http://www.greengrantsmachine.co.uk/
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7.2 England 
 
Directory of Social Change Portals 
The Directory of Social Change (DSC) is an English charity that supports the voluntary 
sector.  It operates three separate web portals relevant to community groups, each with 
their own searchable databases.  Access is via subscription, and only permits access to one 
funding portal; additional subscriptions will be required for other portals.  It costs charities 
and voluntary organisations £260.00 plus VAT (£312.00) and commercial organisations £405 
plus VAT (£486) per portal.  A charity number is required to register online for the lower 
subscription rate. 
 
The DSC also publishes titles directly relevant to fundraising, such as The Directory of Grant 
Making Trusts 2012/13 and Fundraising for a Community Project.  See the references cited 
in Section 9 and at: 
www.dsc.org.uk/Publications  
 
Government Funding Portal – this provides information on funding opportunities from 16 
central government departments, independent grant administrators, European sources, 
regional sources, and over 150 local authorities.  The searches are limited to England. See: 
www.governmentfunding.org.uk 
 
Company Funds Portal 
This portal provides information on over 500 companies that give to good causes.  See: 
www.companygiving.org.uk  
 
Trust Funds Portal 
This portal provides information on over 4,500 trust funds.  See: 
www.trustfunding.org.uk 
 
Funding Central 
This is a free website for community groups, providing access to over 4,000 grants, contracts 
and loans.  It is aimed at both new and experienced fundraisers and provides two methods 
of accessing information, using guided and advanced search functions.  Searches can be 
saved and retrieved for access at a later date.  It was used extensively during this research 
and was found to be user-friendly.  Funding Central is managed by the National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) in partnership with j4b Software and Publishing and is 
funded by the Office for Civil Society.  See: 
www.fundingcentral.org.uk 
 
7.3 Scotland 
 
Funding Scotland 
This is a portal run by Funding Scotland aimed at all organisations seeking funding.  See: 
http://fundingscotland.com/  
 
7.4 Wales 
 
Sustainable Funding Cymru 
This is the Wales Third Sector Funding Portal, and aims to assist voluntary and community 
organisations in Wales achieve long-term financial sustainability.  See:  
www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk/  
 
  

http://www.dsc.org.uk/Publications
http://www.governmentfunding.org.uk/
http://www.companygiving.org.uk/
http://www.trustfunding.org.uk/
http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/
http://fundingscotland.com/
http://www.sustainablefundingcymru.org.uk/
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8.0 Fundraising “road map” 
 
The numerous sources of funding available to community groups may mean that it is difficult 
to “see the wood for the trees” and identify possible sources of funding.  A simple three-step 
process could be beneficial for community groups to consider8, which is summarised below, 
and shown schematically in Figure 1. 
 

Figure 1: Aspects to consider when seeking funding for a community composting or AD 
project 
 

 
 
8.1 Step 1: Identifying needs 
 
Before considering funding options, it is worth establishing precisely what project or aspect 
of a group’s activities requires funding.  Many of the funds identified during this research 
were highly context specific (e.g. in relation to project location or desirable outcomes).  The 
key elements to consider are shown in Table 4. 
 

Table 4 – Identifying the needs of a community project or activity, including baseline 
information 
 

Action Reason Aspects to consider 

Ensure the group is 
properly constituted 

Funders will only consider 
supporting registered charities 
or not-for-profit groups that 
are properly constituted 

It will need a: 
 Written constitution 

 Independent management 
committee 

 Financial statements 

Identify the type of 
project 

These criteria will be used to 
identify sources of funding, 
which may be very specific 

 Nature of the project 

 Who will benefit 

 Location of the project 

 Timescales (duration of the 
project and key milestones) 

Establish a budget and 
business plan 

Most funds specify maximum 
limits on the award they will 
distribute.  This will help in the 
search. 

Identify: 
 Whether funding is to cover 

capital and/ or revenue 
expenditure 

 A budget, including total cost 
and components 

 Whether match funding is 
available (e.g. through volunteer 
time) 

 Whether independent 
quotations are required for parts 

                                           
8 This provides an overview of the types of information and funding criteria a community group may need to consider.  It has 
been provided for information only and is not meant to be taken as a comprehensive guide to fundraising.  Detailed information 
is available in specialist publications or websites, some of which are cited within this report. 

Step 1: Identify needs 

Step 2: Seek funding options  

Step 3: Develop & submit application 
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Action Reason Aspects to consider 
of the project (e.g. printing 
costs) 

 

Identify impact and seek 
to quantify where 
possible 

Many funds seek to achieve 
more than one outcome.  
Meeting multiple criteria will 
help secure funding. 

Outcomes: 
 Environmental  

 Social  

 Economic  

 
8.2 Step 2: Seek funding options 
 
Once baseline information has been identified, potential sources of funding should be 
researched.  A four-pronged approach is suggested, involving using: 
 

 the local authority grants team – they will have specialist knowledge of local funds, 
deadlines and application criteria; 

 the local Community Foundation – again they will have detailed knowledge about 
available grants, and can advise on suitable projects and application criteria;  

 a funding portal – the criteria identified in Step 1 will be useful here to create specific 
selection criteria; and 

 a wider internet search – taking into account other sources of funding (e.g. energy 
projects) that may not be identified previously. 

 
This process should be iterative, and will help improve the baseline information and project 
criteria developed during Step 1.  A suggested approach is shown in Figure 2. 
 

Figure 2: Aspects to consider when seeking funding options for a community composting or 
AD project 
 

 
 
 
  

Contact local 
authority grants 

team 

Contact local  
Community 
Foundation 

Search using one or 
more funding 

portal(s) 

Speak to grants 
team or trust 

managers 

Identify shortlist of 
funds 

Identify specific 
criteria for each 

fund 

Revise project 
proposal & baseline 
info to meet criteria 

Identify application 
process  

Speak to grants 
team or trust 

managers (again) 
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8.3 Step 3: Develop and submit application 
 
The wide variety of funding sources is reflected in the range of application routes available.  
Some funds will require submission of an expression of interest form, with a more detailed 
submission being called for by invitation.  Some community foundations (CF) have a generic 
application process, covering a number of funding sources.  In these cases the CF will assess 
the application then identify the most appropriate fund that meets with the proposed project.  
Some funds require applicants to download forms from their website, then to submit by e-
mail or hard copy, whilst others have online application processes, where all relevant details 
need to be submitted electronically.  Sometimes, a two-stage application process is used, 
especially where large numbers of applications are anticipated.  Finally, some small 
charitable trusts do not have websites at all, and require applicants to submit proposals in 
writing to the managing agent (usually an accounting firm). 
 
Irrespective of the application process it is always worth: 
 

 speaking to the grants team / administrator before submitting any application; 

 ensuring the proposal meets with the application criteria – this may mean that the project 
needs to be amended or developed to increase the chances of securing funding; 

 identifying whether the projects meets at least one (and preferably more) of the fund’s 
objectives; 

 ensuring that forms are completed accurately; 

 ensuring submissions are made on time; and 

 speaking to the grants team / administrator again before finally submitting the 
application. 

 
The sources of information listed in Chapter 9 may also aid community groups identify and 
secure funding. 
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9.0 Useful organisations, websites and further sources of information 
 
9.1 National Councils for Voluntary Organisations 
 
The respective Councils for Voluntary Organisations operate in all four nations of the UK.  
They are membership organisations and act as an umbrella organisation for voluntary 
groups, providing advice and resources.  They are useful sources of information on fund 
raising. 
 
National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) – England 
www.ncvo-vol.org.uk  
 
Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action (NICVA) 
www.nicva.org 
 
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) 
www.scvo.org.uk  
 
Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA) 
www.wcva.org.uk  
 
9.2 Other voluntary sector organisations 
 
National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (England) 
This is a membership organisation providing advice for local support and development 
organisations in England.   
www.navca.org.uk 
 
Social Enterprise Coalition 
This is the UK's national body for social enterprise. 
www.socialenterprise.org.uk 
 
Community NI  
This is a networking site aimed at community and voluntary groups in Northern Ireland. 
www.communityni.org  
 
Community Relations Council, Northern Ireland 
This is an organisation set up to provide better community relations in Northern Ireland.  It 
provides some information on funding sources in the Province, with a focus on social 
outcomes. 
www.community-relations.org.uk  
 
9.3 Community sector organisations with an interest in composting and / or AD 
 
Community Composting Network 
The CCN is the UK-wide organisation that supports and promotes community groups, social 
enterprises and individuals which are involved in producing compost from green/food waste 
and using it in their local communities. 
www.communitycompost.org  
 
Community Recycling Network UK 
www.crn.org.uk  
 
  

http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/
http://www.nicva.org/
http://www.scvo.org.uk/
http://www.wcva.org.uk/
http://www.navca.org.uk/
http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/
http://www.communityni.org/
http://www.community-relations.org.uk/
http://www.communitycompost.org/
http://www.crn.org.uk/


 

Community Funding Landscape   29 

 

Community Recycling Network North East 
www.crnne.org.uk  
 
Community Resources Network Scotland 
www.crns.org.uk  
 
Cylch 
www.cylch.org 
 
Devon Community Composting Network 
www.dccn.typepad.com  
 
London Community Recycling Network 
www.lcrn.org.uk 
 
Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens 
www.farmgarden.org.uk  
 
Women’s Environmental Network 
www.wen.org.uk  
 
9.4 Charities 
 
Charity Commission for England and Wales 
This is the regulator for charities in England and Wales.  The website has a search function 
to find information about every registered charity in England and Wales. 
www.charity-commission.gov.uk  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 
This is the independent regulator and registrar of Scottish Charities.  The website has a 
search function to find information about every registered charity in Scotland. 
www.oscr.org.uk  
 
Charities Direct 
This contains financial information about charities, including their aims and objectives. 
www.charitiesdirect.com  
 
Guide Star 
This provides information about charities in England and Wales 
www.guidestar.org.uk  
 
The Association of Charitable Organisations 
This is the national UK umbrella body for Trusts and Foundations that give grants and 
welfare support to individuals in need.  Its members’ directory is a comprehensive source of 
charitable trusts and foundations. 
www.aco.uk.net 
 
9.5 Rural Information 
 
9.5.1 Rural Networks 
 
These provide information about the Rural Development Programme in each nation of the 
UK. 
 

http://www.crnne.org.uk/
http://www.crns.org.uk/
http://www.cylch.org/
http://www.dccn.typepad.com/
http://www.lcrn.org.uk/
http://www.farmgarden.org.uk/
http://www.wen.org.uk/
http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/
http://www.oscr.org.uk/
http://www.charitiesdirect.com/
http://www.guidestar.org.uk/
http://www.aco.uk.net/
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UK National Rural Network 
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network 
 
Rural Development Programme for England Network 
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/the-RDPE-network  
 
Rural Network for Northern Ireland 
www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk/ 
 
Scotland National Rural Network 
www.ruralgateway.org.uk 
 
Wales Rural Network 
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/ruraldevelopment
/walesruralnetwork/?lang=en  
 
9.5.2 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
 
There are 46 AONBs in England, Northern Ireland and Wales, each with their own office.  
Information can be found via the National Association for AONBs: 
www.aonb.org.uk  
 
9.5.3 National Parks 
 
There are 15 national parks in Great Britain, each with their own website and office.  
Information and links can be found at the National Park website: 
www.nationalparks.gov.uk  
 
10.0 Useful references 
 
Anon. A Beginner’s Guide to Successfully Securing Grant Funding, GRANT finder, Idox plc.  
This is a free downloadable PDF accessible at: 
www.grantnet.com  
 
Anon. A Guide to Writing a Fundraising Strategy, GRANT finder, Idox plc.  This is a free 
downloadable PDF accessible at: 
www.grantnet.com  
 
Anon. (2006) Applying to a Charitable Trust or Foundation . Association of Charitable 
Foundations.  This is a free downloadable PDF accessible at: 
www.acf.org.uk/seekingfunding/index.aspx?id=70  
 
Cracknell, J. et al. (2012) Where the Green Grants Went. Environmental Funders Network.  
This is a free downloadable PDF accessible at: 
www.greenfunders.org 
 
Lillya , D. (2010) Environment Funding Guide, Fourth Edition Published by: DSC. ISBN 
9781906294373 
http://www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingsources/@54048  
 
Whaley, S. (2007) Fundraising for a Community Project.  Published by: How to Books Ltd 
ISBN 978 1 845281 74 8 
http://www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingtechniques/@7794  
 

http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/uk-national-rural-network
http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/rdpe-delivery/the-RDPE-network
http://www.ruralnetworkni.org.uk/
http://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/ruraldevelopment/walesruralnetwork/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/ruraldevelopment/walesruralnetwork/?lang=en
http://www.aonb.org.uk/
http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/
http://www.grantnet.com/
http://www.grantnet.com/
http://www.acf.org.uk/seekingfunding/index.aspx?id=70
http://www.greenfunders.org/
http://www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingsources/@54048
http://www.dsc.org.uk/Publications/Fundraisingtechniques/@7794
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